　　


FOREWORD

By Mr. Takeshi Isayama (Vice chairman of Nissan, former Commissioner of Japanese Patent Office) in August 2002  at Stanford University

The recent emotional and superficial discussion on the importance of “manufacturing or crafting for industry products” has been observed in both the public and the private sectors in Japan.　　In 1980’s Japan made a big mistake.  Japan was getting carried away about being “Japan as number one” (Harvard University Press, 1979) in the arrival of Japanese era where Japanese “land and baron” scavenged many properties of US and the world.　　In 1990’s Japan had paid the cost.  Japan has been getting behind US on IT and biotechnology during the period.  Japan has spent dark days during the last ten years while the neighboring countries have been catching up in the traditional industry.

It is clear that Japanese economy has been on the downside and Japan has inherently an industrial structure problem where Japan has the indistinct combination of the competitive industrial areas and politically protected industry areas.  Some of the politically protected industry areas might be competitive if they were allowed to compete.  The competitive industry areas are only 10 percents of all industry areas in Japan where they have been barely sustaining the profit of Japanese entire industry by internationally trading.  It seems that the politically protected industry with the shrinking domestic market that lost their opportunity for the international trading is waiting for euthanasia
US has been in the same position like Japan in the ’80s.  However, the public and the private sectors in US have determined the strategy and the spirit for resurgence where the competitive areas have been strengthened, the less competitive areas have been eliminated and the social safety net has been strengthened for supporting unemployment.  

Without arguing a key of “industry competitiveness”, the Japanese discussion on the importance of “manufacturing” will be in vain.
Traditionally the Japanese competitiveness has been fostered through the cooperation between industry and academia.  I am glad to recommend this book because a variety of applications and new materials have been demonstrated and the strong industry-university joint research has been shown.  I hope that this book will bring resurgence of the Japanese traditional competitiveness and incubate the electronic gadget industry in order to vitalize the society.













































